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NEWS
AWRI researcher 
given science award
Janet Vail, of the Annis Water 
Research Institute, received the 2016 
Informal Science Educator Award for 
her work in environmental education
SEE A3
A&E
Improv group Upright 
Citizens Brigade visits
Coming to GVSU on Jan. 27, the 
New York improvisation group will 
perform after the GVSU improv 
troupe, Subject to Change, performs
SEE A6
SPORTS
Women’s basketball 
tops two GLIAC foes
Kayla Dawson, Piper Tucker lead 
Lakers to convincing wins over Lake 
Superior State and Northwood in 
conference play over the weekend
SEE A7
ONLINE
View men’s, women’s 
hoops galleries online
Visit www.lanthorn.com to see 
photo collections of the Lakers’ 
basketball wins against Northwood 
on Jan. 23 at Fieldhouse Arena
SEE LANTHORN.COM
CRIME
RETAIL THEFT 
INCREASES AT 
GV LAKER STORE
FIVE FINGER DISCOUNT: Laker Store employee Ashley Dwarshuis folds clothes to be set out. This semester, the Laker 
Store has already had six instances of retail theft, compared to the 11 total instances last semester. GVL I EMILY FRYE
onment for not more than 93 days 
or a fine of not more than $500, or 
three times the value of the differ­
ence in price, property stolen, or 
money or property obtained or at­
tempted to be obtained.
Due to the fact that the Laker 
Store is larger than its previous lo­
cations, the store uses a camera de­
tection system to catch instances of 
retail fraud. When goods are stolen
from campus locations, the police are 
notified and an investigation begins 
until the criminal is found.
The university then takes le­
gal action.
“The police have had great suc­
cess at apprehending these type of 
situations,” DeHaan said. “We need 
people to think before they engage 
in acts of bad behavior.”
Though the police force has had
great success in identifying suspects, 
the community needs to understand 
that the police are putting time into 
finding subjects that could be used in 
more rewarding ways, DeHaan said.
DeHaan also touched on the hy­
pocrisy behind the recent thefts.
“When we speak with subjects,
SEE THEFT | A2
BY HANNAH LENTZ
ASSOCIATE@LANTHORN.COM
ince the beginning of 
the 2015-2016 aca­
demic year, there have 
been 17 instances of 
retail fraud at the new­
ly revamped Laker Store.
With 11 recorded instances of 
theft during the fall 2015 semes­
ter and six instances already re­
ported during the winter semes­
ter, there seems to be an evident 
sticky fingers problem at Grand 
Valley State University, a problem 
that hasn’t gone unnoticed by the 
GVSU police department.
“It comes down to this: people 
need to stop,” said GVPD Capt. 
Brandon DeHaan.
Most of the recorded crimes 
have been categorized as retail 
fraud in the third degree. A crime 
to this extent means that goods 
stolen have a retail value that totals 
below $200. This limit can include 
one item below this price or sever­
al items that, when combined, stay 
below the monetary limit. Crimes 
at this level are considered a mis­
demeanor punishable by impris­
ACTIVE DIALOGUE: The third annual Teach-In focused on power structures and privilege and how to combat the two on campus. The event was 
composed of interactive workshops and discussions and took place all day on the Allendale and Pew campuses on Jan. 21. GVL I LUKE holmes
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM
uring the past week, Grand Val­
ley State University has been 
host to a lot of discussion about 
activism and equality. Through 
the keynote speakers on Jan. 18 
and Jan. 20, conversations were sparked about 
race and justice on campus.
These big-issue discussions propelled 
throughout the rest of the week during the 
third annual Teach-In on Jan. 21. The day­
long event saw a record number of students 
this year at 1,450, about 300 more attendees 
than last year.
Karen Gipson, chair for the university 
academic senate said she was pleased with 
this year’s event.
“There was a lot of energy and thought 
about social justice,” she said. “I think that 
most attendees came away with greater 
awareness of the issues and with increased
motivation for action.”
Organized by the university academic 
senate and student senate, the Teach-In 
theme was “Power, Privilege and Difficult 
Dialogues,” focused on inequality, oppres­
sion and social justice in the world and 
in the GVSU community. Many of the 
sessions talked about how to break down 
stereotypes of different topics like race or 
disability and how to spread awareness or 
use that education at GVSU.
The event, which is a series of sessions 
led by groups of students, faculty and staff, 
went from 8 a.m. until 9 p.m. on both the 
Allendale and Pew campuses.
The Teach-In featured sessions from 
workshops to panel discussions with topics 
ranging from how to address gender-based 
violence to racial conflict to health dispari­
ties in different racial communities.
“We are thrilled with the increase in turn­
out and are glad so many students, faculty, 
staff and community members took advan­
tage of the event,” said Maddie Cleghom, stu­
dent senate president. “I was really glad to see 
so many revolving around the idea of creating 
safe, inclusive spaces.”
This year’s Teach-In was the first year that 
the event fell during MLK Commemoration 
Week, but Cleghom said it was fitting.
“I personally thought the Teach-In fit won­
derfully with MLK week,” she said. “I think 
people were going into it from a very social- 
justice oriented perspective from all of the 
other events this week.”
Gipson agreed with Cleghorn and said 
she thought it went well with many of the 
ideas that Martin Luther King had about 
social justice and activism.
“The mission of the Teach-In is so closely 
aligned with Dr. King’s work and his vision of 
social justice,” Gipson said. “Although some 
modem examples of privilege may be some­
what different than those in Dr. King’s day, his
SEE TEACH-IN | A2
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
GV named one of 14 
‘most improving colleges’
Time magazine recognizes 
university’s quick growth
BY DREW HOWARD
ASS IS TA N TNEWS@LANTHORN. COM
nyone who’s been at Grand Valley State 
University for more than a year will 
have noticed the university’s tremen­
dous growth in student enrollment, 
academic buildings and even dining 
options. Even more important than these, though, is 
GVSU’s rapid surge in graduation rates.
According to a study by Time magazine, 
GVSU was named one of the “most improved 
colleges in the U.S.” in terms of graduation rates 
for all students. Among the 14 colleges listed, 
GVSU was ranked at No. 8.
The most recent data from Office of Institution­
al Analysis shows that four-year graduation rates 
have increased nearly 20 percent since 1990, when 
only 15.8 percent of students graduated. Growth 
over this same period was similar among the five- 
year and six-year graduation rates.
Philip Batty, director of the Office of Institutional 
Analysis, said the growth GVSU is experiencing is 
uncommon and much stronger than most colleges.
“The degree of improvement at GVSU is unusual,” 
Batty said. “Most have not done it this quickly!’
One of the ways in which GVSU retains stu­
dents is through the CLAS Academic Advising 
Center. There, students can meet one-on-one 
with advisers to seek guidance and plan out 
their academic journey.
Betty Schaner, director of the CLAS Academic 
Advising Center, said it’s normal for the office to work 
with more than 300 students in a single week. During 
registration week, the number of appointments can 
reach between 500 and 600.
“Often, things don’t go as well as expected and 
we’re here to provide a safety net for students who 
have a rough semester,” Schaner said. “We discuss 
what went wrong, identify steps to change actions 
and behaviors, share information about potential 
majors and minors that might be of interest, re­
view the student support resources and tutoring 
options, and hopefully set them on a better path­
way toward a successful semester.”
Graduation rates at GVSU are also on the rise for 
underrepresented minority students.
According to data from the Office of Institutional 
Analysis, minority students are nearly 25 percent less 
likely than white students to graduate within four
SEE IMPROVED | A2
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GRAND VALLEY WINDS TO PERFORM AT ARTS AT 
NOON CONCERT SERIES
The Grand Valley Winds music group is set to start the 
38th season of the Grand Valley State University Arts at 
Noon concert series with a free performance on Jan. 27.
Composed of five music faculty members, the Grand 
Valley Winds will play three separate works during their 
Arts at Noon performance. These include Irving Fine's 
"Partita for Wind Quintet,” Joseph Jongen's “Preambule et 
Dances," and Gybrgy Ligeti’s “Six Bagatelles."
Aside from performing music, the Grand Valley Winds is 
also devoted to serving the community. The group regularly 
hosts free clinics and recitals for public schools as well as 
instrument days for middle school and high school students.
The group’s performance is open to the public and will 
take place at noon in the Cook-DeWitt Center located on 
the Allendale Campus.
For more information about the Arts at Noon concert 
series, contact the Music and Dance Department at (616) 
331-3484 or go to www.gvsu.edu/artsatnoon.
UPCOMING GRAND VALLEY WRITERS SERIES 
INSTALLMENT WILL INCLUDE TWO FACULTY MEM­
BERS
Two Grand Valley State University writing professors 
have been chosen to read and discuss their own pieces of 
work during the next installment of the Grand Valley Writers 
Series on Jan. 28.
Glenn Shaheen, assistant professor of writing, is the 
author of the poetry collections, “Predatory" and “Energy 
Corridor.” Shaheen was honored with the 2010 Agnes Lynch 
Starrett Prize for the former.
Oindrila Mukherjee, assistant professor of writing, is a for­
mer reporter for India’s oldest English-language newspaper, 
The Statesman. She has also written for publications such as 
Salon, Los Angeles Review of Books, the Greensboro Review, 
and the Silk Road Review, among others.
The event is set to take place from 7:30 p.m. until 8:45 
p.m. in the Cook-Dewitt Center on the Allendale Campus.
For more information, contact Mukherjee at mukherjo(S) 
gvsu.edu or (616) 331-8034.
SERVICE
MLK Commemoration Week wraps up with day of service
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM
o round out Mar­
tin Luther King 
jr. Commemora­
tion Week, Grand 
Valley State Uni­
versity hosted the MLK Day of 
Service and Solidarity, a service 
project coordinated through 
the Community Service Learn­
ing Center and the Division of 
Inclusion and Equity.
The day is a celebration 
of MLKs passion for service, 
gathering student volunteers 
to work together within the 
GVSU and greater Grand 
Rapids communities. This 
year, about 100 students 
showed up to volunteer, rep­
resenting different organiza­
tions across campus. Com­
pared to last year, the turnout 
was almost doubled.
Melissa Baker-Boosamra, 
associate director of civic 
engagement and assessment 
in the Office of Student Life, 
said that she was surprised 
and happy by the turnout and 
that it means students are 
getting engaged with their 
local communities and want­
ing to make a difference.
“Its an opportunity for 
GVSU students to live out 
the legacy of MLK,” she said.
“Today, they can learn about 
the historical legacy and 
about team building within 
the community.”
The volunteers set out 
to their sites at 10 a.m. and 
volunteered until 1 p.m. 
There were six community 
partners that were chosen 
as volunteer sites, spanning 
from Grandville, Michigan 
to the East Hills neighbor­
hood with a variety of differ­
ent types of service.
Some volunteers helped 
sort clothes at the At-Tawheed 
Islamic Center, while others 
cleared snow and cleaned up an 
area in Wilcox Park that will be 
used as an ice rink.
“(The day of service) cel­
ebrates MLKs legacy, but it 
also challenges students to 
live out the things he stood 
for,” Baker-Boosamra said.
The Day of Service in 
Solidarity worked with the 
Black Student Union and 
GVSU’s NAACP chapter 
in order to reach more stu­
dents and be able to create a 
deeper sense of community.
After the volunteers re­
turned to campus, they re­
flected on their service as 
a group and listened to a 
keynote presentation from 
African American stud­
ies professor Louis Moore. 
Moore said that many peo­
ple attribute civil rights and 
activism to MLK, forgetting 
that he also realized the im­
portance of service within a 
persons local community, so 
much so that he called the 
outward concern for others 
“the breadth of life” in his fa­
mous sermon about the di­
mensions of a complete life.
Lisa Oliver-King, execu­
tive director of Our Kitchen 
Table, a Grand Rapids-based 
nonprofit focused on improv­
ing health and the environ­
ment, also spoke about the 
importance of connecting 
service back to education and 
reflecting on the true mean­
ing of service learning.
COMMUNITY BUILDING: GVSU students shovel the sidewalks along Grandville Avenue in downtown 
Grand Rapids for the Martin Luther King Jr. community service projects on Jan. 23. GVL I SARA CARTE
GV ALUMNI TO SHARE ADVICE ON LIFE POST­
GRADUATION
A group of Grand Valley State University alumni will be 
returning to the university to share advice on life post-grad­
uation during an event on Jan. 26.
"Life Beyond the Classroom” is hosted by the Office of 
Alumni Relations, the Office of Multicultural Affairs, the 
African American Alumni Association, as well as the Latino 
Alumni Chapter.
At the event, current GVSU students will have the oppor­
tunity to hear tips on how to adjust to life post-graduation 
from a panel of GVSU alumni, as well as strategies to pre­
pare for a future career.
"Life Beyond the Classroom” will take place from 5:45 
p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Alumni House, located on the Allendale 
Campus* The beginning of the event will include an informal 
networking dinner from 5:45 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.
v >n
To RSVP for the event, go to www.gysu,edu/alumni/aapanel. J(.,
RETIRED PHILOSOPHY PROFESSOR DIES
Thomas J. Cunningham, retired Grand Valley State University 
philosophy professor, died at the age of 88 on Jan. 20.
In addition to working at GVSU for 29 years,
Cunningham also served in the Navy during WWII.
THEFT
CONTINUED FROM A1
we always ask if they would steal 
from another person and they 
always say that ‘no’ they would 
never steal from a classmate or 
Grand Valley community mem­
ber,” DeHaan said. “When you 
steal from a location on campus, 
you’re stealing from all the stu­
dents at the university’’
GVPD will continue on with 
investigations as they arise in 
partnership with the Laker Store. 
Legal action will continue to be 
taken on those who are caught 
stealing, DeHaan said.
“What people don’t under­
stand is that there’s no such thing 
as a victimless crime.” NOT RETAIL THERAPY: Christopher Stark stocks the racks at the new bookstore. Recently, GVPD 
has noticed that there has been a rise in thefts at the Laker Store this semester, gvl | EMILY FRYE
EDUCATIONAL EVENT SERIES WILL FOCUS ON 
PRIVILEGE
The topic of privilege will be the point of focus during 
the next installment of the Transformation Tuesday series 
on Jan. 26.
Transformation Tuesday is an educational event series 
open to all students looking to learn more about social 
and environmental issues. Past installments have included 
simulations, discussions, speakers, documentaries, as well 
as debates.
The event is LIB 100/201 approved and will take place from 
9 p.m. until 10:15 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center Grand River Room.
For more information about the event, contact Katie 
Henderson at ab.gv.orientation@gmail.com.
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TEACH-IN
CONTINUED FROM A1
statement that ‘whatever affects one of 
us directly affects all of us indirectly’ still 
rings true today.
“As was true in Dr. King’s day, social 
justice will unfold only when individuals 
build their capacity for empathy and take
action to end to oppression.”
The Teach-In gives students the op­
portunity to work with other students, 
faculty, staff and community members to 
host workshops about an idea or topic that 
they’re passionate about and want to share. 
Many of the interactive sessions are held in 
hopes of spreading that excitement to stu­
dents and connecting with each other.
“While students might have some of
these discussions of issues of social jus­
tice on their own or in class, I think it 
is important for Grand Valley to proac­
tively take the steps to provide this space 
for collaboration and dialogue among 
our community,” Cleghorn said. “This 
year has been a whirlwind, but days like 
today make me slow down and realize 
how incredibly grateful I am to be a part 
of the Grand Valley community.”
IMPROVED
CONTINUED FROM A1
years. For a six-year gradua­
tion, the odds of a minority 
student graduating is 85 per­
cent that of a white student.
The data also reveals that 
out of all Michigan universities, 
GVSU ranks No. 2 for parity 
between minority and white 
student graduation rates.
Connie Dang, director of 
the Office of Multicultural Af­
fairs at GVSU, said the OMA 
offers a variety of retention pro­
grams aimed at supporting stu­
dents of diverse backgrounds.
“Consistent studies have 
demonstrated the impact of 
peer group support on stu­
dents,” Dang said. “Peer group 
help offers emotional, social
and academic support, and 
meets the needs not met by 
other resources on campus.”
Within the past 10 years, 
Schaner said GVSU has dra­
matically increased its focus 
on student success at all levels. 
Initiatives include professional 
advising support in all colleges, 
orientation programs for new 
freshmen, tutoring and success 
workshops, as well as curricular 
enhancements, Schaner said.
To schedule an appoint­
ment with the CLAS Academic 
Advising Center, call (616) 
331-8585 or stop by the office 
located in C-1-140-MAK.
□
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/oma
FOR MORE INFORMATION GRADUATION RATES: The number of students who graduate in four 
years at GVSU has improved 20 percent since 1990. gvl I archive
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MUSKEGON
AWRI researcher receives science education award
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM
Grand Valley State University fac­
ulty member has been awarded 
the 2016 Informal Science Educa­
tor Award by the Michigan Science 
Teachers Association (MSTA). 
Janet Vail, a research scientist at the An- 
nis Water Resources Institute (AWRI) in 
Muskegon, Michigan has been selected for
PAYOFF: Janet Vail has been a science educator 
for more than 25 years, courtesy | gvsu.EDU
the award due to her scholarly contribu­
tions to the community and her work with­
in non-school-based science education.
Karen Meyers, director of GVSU’s Re­
gional Math and Science Center, works with 
Vail and was the person to nominate her for 
the award. She said she nominated Vail be­
cause of her work in the environmental ed­
ucation field for schools, teachers, students 
and businesses for over 25 years.
“She provides leadership for the AWRJ’s re­
search vessel education program and has devel­
oped a unique education classroom at AWRI 
where visitors of all ages can learn about Lake 
Michigan and environmental stewardship,” she 
said. “Over 5,000 students and others per year 
participate in these hands-on science programs.”
Originally from Grand Rapids, Vail be­
came interested in science when she would 
spend her childhood summers on Lake 
Michigan and would explore its surrounding 
environment. She was also inspired by Mary 
Jane Dockery, the founder of Blandford Na­
ture Center, and her passion to teach students 
and visitors about the natural world.
Vail attended the University of Michigan as 
an undergraduate and pursued a degree in biol­
ogy with an emphasis on botany, after which she 
moved to the west side of the state to pursue her 
masters and doctorate degrees, both of which 
she received from Western Michigan University.
Other than having teaching credentials in 
both Michigan and California, she has also 
taught at high schools and is part of GVSU’s 
environmental studies minor faculty.
Vail facilitates numerous environmen­
tal education workshops, as she also acts 
as the Michigan coordinator for Project 
WET (Water Education for Teachers) and 
is a trainer for both Project Learning Tree 
and the Earth Partnership for Schools.
Vails work with AWRI allows her to work 
closely with students from kindergarten 
through 12th grade and conduct activities that 
are related to GVSU research and its education­
al vessels, the W.G. Jackson and the D.J. Angus.
“What we are trying to do is help students 
connect with the environment and Lake Mich­
igan’s connecting waters,” Vail said. “We take 
students on either the D.J. Angus or the W.G.
Jackson vessel and bring students into an envi­
ronment that is about water quality regarding 
the Muskegon Lake as this could be the first 
time for students to experience being on a boat 
and not Just observing from the beach.”
Teaching environmental studies, no 
matter if it is within a classroom or within 
an informal setting, she said, allows her to 
not only teach her passion, but allows her 
to teach science and aspects of sustainabili­
ty to an audience that can help students un­
derstand the working relationship between 
themselves and their environment.
“Grand Valley has given me an important 
opportunity so that I can do something that I 
love and teach,” Vail said. “I do teach in an in­
formal setting, whether it is from children or 
adults. It is kind of fun to not only be acknowl­
edged for this award, but to see the enthusiasm 
within those students who want to tell stories 
and are willing to learn about their world.”
GO TO:
www.gvsu.sdu/wri/education
FOR MORE INFORMA TION
RESEARCH
Archaeological society hosts professional presentations
BY TAYLOR FUSSMAN
TFUSSMA N@LAN THORN. COM
rand Valley State University wel­
comed a Michigan State University 
student to campus on Wednesday 
to shed light on her subterranean 
storage research experiment.
MSU graduate student Kate Frederick pre­
sented her experiment, “Holes: A Beginners 
Guide to Food Storage,” to the Wright L. Cof- 
finberry chapter of the Michigan Archaeolog­
ical Society (MAS) at GVSU on Jan. 20.
The Coffinberry chapter came to Grand 
Rapids in 1951 and has since made it a goal to 
unite advocating and professional archeolo­
gists and anthropologists through the com­
mon interest they share in the subjects. One 
way this goal is achieved is through weekly 
presentations, like the one by Frederick.
Wesley Jackson, lab supervisor and instruc­
tor for the anthropology department at GVSU, 
said the presentations for the semester will in­
clude topics such as primitive weapons in the 
|JH(|PPKfl^cas,v«jhipwreck archadWgy, 
and geophysical survey by many talented ctoc- 
ftS^flWtfhflfiiversities across the state. ^ ^
Frederick’s visit was the first of the new se­
mester. She focused on her experiment and 
the ways she drew information from archeo­
logical, ethnographic and ethnohistorical 
records to accurately recreate below-ground 
food storage pits in northern lower Michigan.
Frederick talked about the process she used 
to perform the experiment, the lessons she 
learned throughout the span of the experiment, 
the degree of success she had with the food stor­
age pits and the importance of her research ex­
periment to overall archeological research.
“I really enjoy telling everyone about my 
research,” Frederick said. “Experimental re­
search tends to intrigue everyone, from ten­
ured professors to college freshmen, allow­
ing the topic of archaeology to become more 
approachable to all those interested.”
Members of the Coffinberry chapter gath­
ered with other attendees prior the presen­
tation to discuss various artifacts they had 
brought with them to share with the others.
“I’m excited to learn more about our an­
cestors and our past,” said Madison Adams, 
-SCWudent thrat attended the event. '
* -- Throughout Frederick’s presentation, the 
'iflftembers of the audience were *abhe to pose
STUDYING SUBTERRANEAN STORAGE: Students and faculty gathered at GVSU last week to attend a 
presentation about food storage by MSU graduate student Kate Frederick. GVL I kasey garvelink
questions to her as well as offer suggestions for 
future experiments she may want to conduct 
based on their knowledge of the subject.
“Archaeology has a tendency to hide in 
the ivory tower of academia,” Frederick 
said. “Organizations like MAS appeal to the
general public and puts the opportunity to 
interpret the past into their hands.”
The Coffinberry chapter at GVSU encour­
ages students, faculty and the community to at­
tend the monthly presentations and learn about 
archaeology from people who are eager to teach.
GOVERNANCE
SERVE AND PROTECT: Officer Renee Freeman speaks to student senate about campus 
safety and security improvements for the campus on Jan. 21. GVL I kasey garvelink
Student senate talks safety, parking
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LANTHORN.COM
olice are here to help, 
Chief of Police Renee 
Freeman told Grand 
Valley State Universi­
ty’s student senate dur­
ing their meeting on Jan. 21.
Freeman, who also doubles as 
the director of public safety, talk­
ed to the senate about the servic­
es the police department offers, 
their emergency management 
team and updated students about 
the parking situation. Mostly, she 
talked about student safety.
She encouraged the senators 
to use the resources provided to 
them. GVPD has two apps that are 
free for all students to download: 
Rave Guardian and Smart 911.
Rave Guardian is an app that is 
used locally and is connected with 
GVPD’s non-emergency dispatch. 
It allows students to take pictures, 
text, or communicate with the 
Grand Valley Police. It also allows 
for a virtual safe walk.
“You can type in ‘Hey GVPD, 
I’m leaving the library and headed
back to my living center (so) if you 
don’t hear from me in 10 minutes, 
please send an officer to check on 
me,”’ Freeman explained. “It sets 
a timer and if it goes off and you 
haven’t checked in with us, (then) 
we can narrow your GPS down 
and we can come find you.”
She also encouraged students to 
download the other app, Smart 911. 
It allows students to input as much or 
as little information as they want The 
information will only be used if they 
push the ‘911’ button. With whatever 
information a student has entered, it 
will then be used to aid the police in 
the correct way to assist them.
“Let’s say you’re a diabetic 
and you put that information in 
there,” Freeman said. “(Then) 
you’re able to push the button but 
you suddenly pass out. If we have 
that information, that changes 
how we respond to you.”
She also talked about the de­
veloping emergency management 
department and the work they are 
doing with Ottawa County.
Part of the work for GVPD 
emergency management is to send 
out the GVSU alerts. There are
three different types of alerts that 
can be sent via email or through 
text messages. When a student reg­
isters at GVSU, they are automati­
cally enrolled in the email notifi­
cations. However, a student must 
opt-in to receive text messages.
Jeremy Turnbull, vice presi­
dent for finance, suggested to 
Freeman about sending follow­
up messages. This way, students 
would know the issue had been 
resolved and taken care of.
While these alerts can help 
students in times of emergency, 
she urged senators to always be 
prepared and to plan things out 
before the situation occurs.
“When it comes down (to) a 
true emergency, you have to look 
out for yourself’ Freeman said. 
“You have to do something to 
make sure you are safe and secure. 
We want to create an aware soci­
ety and we want to make sure you 
are looking out for yourselves and 
you’re looking out for one another.”
LOG ON TO: 
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE
A4 OPINION GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN (&GVLNEWS ¥JANUARY 25, 2016
EDITORIAL
Making 
strides for 
minorities
Graduation rates still lag for some Lakers
ithin recent 
years, Grand 
Valley State 
University has 
reached some 
pretty impressive milestones. 
The student population is 
now over 25,000 students, 
there are officially more than 
100,000 Laker alumni, and 
new academic buildings con­
tinue to pop up around cam­
pus. When the majority of 
things seem to be looking on 
the upside, sometimes it takes 
a look between the lines to see 
where we are still behind.
In Drew Howard’s article, 
“GV named one of 14 ‘most 
improving colleger’ GVSU 
was given a nod by Time 
magazine as one of the top 
14 most improved colleges 
in the U.S. With a 20 per­
cent increase of four-year 
graduates in just 15 years, it 
seems as if GVSU has gone 
through a spectacular trans­
formation on improving 
graduation rates, as most in­
stitutions have not achieved 
similar feats so quickly.
While growth of the uni­
versity has likely led to a 
positive impact on gradua­
tion rates, GVSU has active­
ly been working hard to help 
students set out on a course 
of study that they’re sure to 
finish. Resources like the 
CLAS Academic Advising 
Center and the Grand Fin­
ish grant are in place to help 
all students find their place 
and succeed at GVSU.
Despite this, minority 
graduation rates still aren’t as 
high as graduation rates for 
white students. This problem 
can stem from many differ­
ences. Statistically, minority 
students are more likely to 
be the first in their families 
to attend college and are also 
more likely to need financial 
assistance. Obstacles like 
these can make it more dif­
ficult to graduate.
Additionally, minority 
students are more likely to not 
feel as comfortable in a uni­
versity setting. This can par­
ticularly be a problem at uni­
versities like GVSU that lack 
diversity. Without faculty and 
peers representing minority
groups, the university experi­
ence can be an uncomfortable 
one. At predominantly white 
institutions like GVSU, it is 
imperative to recognize and 
address the fact that minority 
students have different needs 
than their white peers.
GVSU has resources to 
help minority students, like 
the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs (OMA), the Women’s 
Center and the Milton E. 
Ford LGBT Resource Cen­
ter. All of these offices offer 
many different types of sup­
port for students. The OMA 
offers cultural celebrations 
for minorities on campus, in­
cluding events for Black His­
tory Month, Native American 
Heritage Month and several 
others. The Women’s Center 
and the LGBT Center pro­
vide several discussion and 
panel events each month that 
provide a look at different is­
sues students may face. These 
things are a fabulous start, but 
there’s more to be done.
Throughout GVSU’s 
rapid growth, one thing that 
has been growing at a much 
slower rate is diversity on 
campus. It’s possible that one 
of the reasons GVSU’s grad­
uation rate has been skyrock­
eting so quickly is partially 
due to the demographics of 
its students. More white stu­
dents means more students 
who are statistically likely to 
graduate on time, and GVSU 
clearly has a wealth of stu­
dents in the majority.
GVSU should be applaud­
ed for its efforts to increase 
graduation rates; clearly, 
they’re working. After we’re 
done dapping, though, let’s be 
sure not to forget that there are 
still some students among the 
Laker population who need a 
little more help walking across 
the graduation stage.
Minority students at 
GVSU are 25 percent less 
likely to graduate than white 
students, and even if that 
number is higher than the 
national average, we can still 
do better. Let’s reach another 
milestone, and work from 
every facet to help minor­
ity students achieve a higher 
likelihood to graduate.
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Letter to the editor: Minors are worth the effort
CLAS Dean Antczak responds to Lanthorn column
BY FRED ANTCZAK
A N TCZA KF@G VSU. EDU
ear Lanthorn editor,
I enjoyed Kelly 
Smith’s Jan. 21 article, 
“To minor or not to 
minor.” He gives good 
advice: “talk to your adviser. It’s their 
job to help in these situations.”
I want to emphasize that point, 
because you have a lot of advising re­
sources at hand. There’s your faculty ad­
viser for your major, of course; but if she 
or he isn’t fully familiar with the minor 
you’re considering, the faculty in that 
discipline would be happy to, and every 
college at Grand Valley State University 
has an advising center that can help you.
CLAS’s Academic Advising Center, for 
example, can be found at C-1 -140 MAK.
But as Kelly says, his situation as 
a music education major is his own; 
your mileage may vary, and this is 
why you need advice. A music ed 
major in effect has two majors: music 
education and education. Both majors 
are accredited by state and national 
organizations which have some of the 
most specific and extensive standards. 
To add a minor to those sorts of ma­
jors is likely to take another year. But 
many majors are not as credit-heavy as 
music/education. If you have a differ­
ent major, and get the right advice, a 
minor won’t have to add a year to your 
studies—or even any time at all.
And if I was advising you about 
minors, I’d recommend steering clear 
of too narrow a notion of practicality. 
This risks overlooking the wide variety 
of ways that completing a minor can 
help you right now: it can structure 
your credits toward the 120 minimum 
you need for graduation. It can give you 
complementary skills and knowledge, 
thereby doing the completely practical 
work setting yourself apart from other 
candidates seeking the same positions.
And don’t kid yourself. No one can
adequately anticipate, even five years 
out, whether “the information you’ll 
learn will come into play enough to be 
considered useful.” But having different 
ways of knowing, a broader repertoire 
to bring to the work you do—five years 
out, or thirty years out—and to the life 
you lead for the rest of your life—can 
bring real and lasting impact.
Moreover, a minor can bring new, 
fun and a different kind of joy to your 
studies right now. A new community 
of people, and a chance to explore, in 
this one irreplaceable moment in your 
life when you have the freedom to 
explore things you want to know.
Pick a minor because you enjoy it. 
Many students from a whole variety of 
majors choose minors which march to 
this different drummer—classics, lan­
guages, physics, philosophy, statistics, 
geography, linguistics. And yes, even if 
it doesn’t promise some immediately 
clear usefulness, they choose music, 
dance, art, film and theatre.
So DO consider a minor—not just 
one you imagine would be practical 
someday, but one you can love from 
now on—and then follow Kelly’s advice, 
and consult an adviser. You may have an 
easier path than you think.
Looking at a linguistic disadvantage
Lack of diversity at GV affects African American Vernacular speakers
BY DANIELLE ZUKOWSKI
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
t’s no secret that 
Grand Valley 
State University 
isn’t a glowing 
representation 
of diversity. Let’s look specif­
ically at the African Ameri­
can demographic as com­
pared to the ethnic majority.
Compared to the U.S. Cen­
sus statistic of 14.6 percent of 
African Americans in Michi­
gan, our student body con­
sists of only 6.3 percent. As of 
fall 2015, the GVSU Office of 
Institutional Analysis listed a 
total of 25,325 graduate and 
undergraduate students. Of 
this number, 1,317 are black 
and 20,902 are white. Out of
the 876 regular faculty, 37 are 
black and 715 are white.
Given that 81.6 percent of 
the faculty is white, they are 
very likely to dominate each 
student’s schedule. This dy­
namic establishes a discon­
nection that affects the minor­
ity population in a variety of 
ways that I can only begin to 
gauge. One particular area af­
fected is language, specifically 
for those who speak African 
American Vernacular English. 
This is not limited to Afri­
can Americans, and certainly 
doesn’t include all African 
Americans, but those who are 
in this group may experience 
difficulty when expected to 
“code switch” to the expected 
Standard American English.
Through linguistics courses 
and the GVSU Teach-In, “Black 
English in the Writing Center,” 
I have been enlightened about 
this English dialect. Many fail to 
recognize the validity of AAVE. 
This form of communication is 
not “dumbed down” English. It 
is a rule-governed dialect.
For example, those who 
speak AAVE may say the 
phrase, “I be hungry after 
school.” Speakers of SAE might
say “I am always hungry after 
school.” The first variation is 
not incorrect English. It is not 
dumbed down and it is cer­
tainly not random. It is illus­
trating a rule. Instead of conju­
gating the verb ‘to be’ into am 
and including the word always, 
the non-conjugated “be” in 
the first sentence represents 
a repeated state of being. It is 
referred to as the “habitual be.”
If someone were to use “be,” 
a speaker of this dialect would 
know if the usage were correct 
or incorrect. Just like with SAE, 
we know the intricacies of our 
language, although we may 
not know the exact reason as 
to why it is wrong or right. We 
just know because of an inter­
nalized grammar system.
If a student who speaks SAE 
Vere to try to speak AAVE, they 
would have difficulty because 
they don’t know the grammar. 
The same goes for the opposite. 
Could I tell you whether to use 
“the” or “a”? Of course. Could I 
explain why? Not very well.
Students are sometimes 
made to feel inferior or that 
they are a bad writer because 
of university expectations, 
when there’s nothing wrong
with their dialect. Students 
who come from a home speak­
ing SAE are just advantaged 
in writing classes because they 
don’t have to try to learn an­
other grammar system.
At the Writing Center, be­
ing aware of many faculty 
expectations, when students 
come in for help, we try to pro­
vide them with knowledge of 
SAE grammar. There is a con­
flict, however, knowing that 
there is nothing linguistically 
inferior about their dialect.
Yet many people still feel 
that SAE is better. Why? It 
comes down to power and 
prestige. Society is so per­
sistent on the idea that pro­
fessional writing can’t be in 
AAVE because it’s “incor­
rect” but as it’s been estab­
lished, this is not the case.
Just like at the Teach-In 
session about this topic, I’m 
encouraging this conversation 
to be continued on campus. 
What do you think? How can 
this gap be closed? What can 
we do so that all students feel 
that their language isn’t inferi­
or and are given equal advan­
tage in their education, despite 
the lack of diversity at GVSU?
VALLEY VOTE
Do you consider yourself to be 
an activist for any movements?
Yes 73%
No 27%
THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION
Do you think we have 
enough resources for 
minorities on campus?
LOG ON & VOTE
www.lanthorn.com
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Struggling with nutrition 
on campus
By Kelly Smith
www.lanthorn.com
QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
DO YOU THINK WE HAVE ENOUGH RESOURCES FOR MINORITIES ON CAMPUS?
SARAH BALL
"I don’t live on campus so I don’t know every­
thing. But I think there’s a diversity center.
So. I’d say I guess yes."
YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Allied Health Sciences 
HOMETOWN: Ann Arbor. Michigan
SAGE EDMONDS
“I do, with all the clubs and stuff. My family is 
Dominican and black and I went to the Black 
Student Union and the LSU meeting, but it was 
kind of weird even in both of them."
YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Biochemistry
HOMETOWN: Grosse Pointe, Michigan
CYRA BRAZIEL
"I feel like it’s enough, but I feel like they're all 
separated: African Americans and Latinos. I 
feel like we don’t have anything where every­
one can be together."
YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Advertising and public relations 
HOMETOWN: Farmington^ Michigan
BRANDON HODELL
"I don’t really know, which means there’s 
probably not a lot."
YEAR: Senior 
MAJOR: Classics
HOMETOWN: Whitehall. Michigan
♦ ♦ ♦♦
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ARTS AT A GLANCE
BLUE WALL GALLERY FEATURES NEW EXHIBIT
A new exhibit opens this week in the Blue Wall 
Gallery in the Richard M. DeVos Center. The exhibit is 
called “The Universal Language: Photography from 
Oman." The exhibit features photographs taken by Grand 
Valley State University student Gabriella Patti during her 
spring 2015 trip to Oman and the United Arab Emirates.
Patti studied Arabic and business for five weeks. She 
spent the majority of her time in a small Omani town 
called Ibri. The program and the exhibit expose students 
to the people and culture of Oman.
The exhibit will be on view until March 31. The exhibit 
is free and open to the public. For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/artgallery.
ARTS AT NOON: GRAND VALLEY WINDS
Kicking-off the Arts at Noon series this semester, 
members of the faculty woodwind quintet Grand Valley 
Winds will be performing at noon on Jan. 27 in the Cook- 
DeWitt Center.
The quintet will feature Christopher Kantner on flute. 
Marlen Vavrikova on oboe. Joel Schekman on clarinet, 
Vincent Karamanov on bassoon and Richard Britsh on 
horn. The will perform a variety of repertoire including 
pieces by Heitor Villa-Lobos and Joseph Jongen.
Aside from performing music, the Grand Valley Winds 
is also devoted to serving the community. The group 
regularly hosts free clinics and recitals for public schools 
as well as instrument days for middle school and high 
school students.
The event is free and open to the public. For more 
information visit www.gvsu.edu/music.
FACULTY READING: GLENN SHAHEEN AND 
OINDRILAMUKHERJEE
Continuing the Grand Valley Writers’ Series, Assistant 
Professor Glenn Shaheen and Professor Oindrila 
Mukherjee will be reading selections of their writing at 
7:30 p.m. on Jan. 28 in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
Shaheen is the author of poetry collection 
“Predatory,” which won the 2010 Agnes Lynch Starrett 
Prize. He is also the author of the flash fiction chapbook 
“Unchecked Savagery.” His second collection of poetry, 
"Energy Corridor,” will be released in 2016.
Originally from India, Mukherjee worked as a reporter 
for India’s oldest English newspaper “The Statesman."
Her work has been published in “Salon,” “Los Angeles 
Review of Books,” "The Oxford Anthology of Bengali 
Literature,” “The Greensboro Review," “Arts & Letters,” 
“The Silk Road Review,” “The Writer’s Chronicle,” 
"Jaggery" and others.
The event is free and open to the public. For more 
information visit www.gvsu.edu/writing.
GVSU OPERA THEATRE: ‘GODSPELL’
Premiering at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 5, the GVSU pro­
duction of the musical "Godspell." The show will be 
presented by GVSU Opera Theatre. “Godspell” will run 
from Feb. 5 until Feb. 14.
The musical is based on the Gospel According to St. 
Matthew. The show is a love fest dedicated to light, joy 
and love. The music and lyrics by Stephen Schwartz are 
eclectic, bringing in rock, folk, gospel and Broadway 
styles. The updated "Godspell 2012,” which GVSU Opera 
Theatre will be performing, is a family-friendly show and 
a retelling of the original version of “Godspell.” The 2012 
version brings in new arrangements and contemporary 
references.
Shows will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 5, 6,12 and 13 
and at 2 p.m. on Feb. 7 and 14.
Tickets are all reserved seating. Adult tickets will cost 
$14. Alumni, seniors, staff and faculty tickets will cost 
$12. Students and group tickets will cost $6. If purchased 
at the door, however, tickets will cost an extra $1.
Tickets can be purchased by calling Louis Armstrong 
Theatre box office at (616) 331-2300. Tickets may also be 
purchased through Startickets online or by calling (800) 
585-3737.
AUDITION SIGN-UP FOR ‘SIX CHARACTERS IN 
SEARCH OF AN AUTHOR’ AVAILABLE
Audition sign-up for “Six Characters In Search Of 
An Author” are now available at the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre box office. Audition slots are open to all on Jan.
31 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. and Feb. 1 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Those auditioning should prepare a one-minute 
monologue (comic or dramatic) or opt for a cold read 
audition.
The show will run from April 1 to April 10.
To sign up, visit the Louis Armstrong Theatre box 
office in person or call (616) 331-2300.
DISCUSSION
‘Abrazos’ film brings new perspective on immigration
BY DANIEL GOUBERT
DGOUBERT@LANTHORN COM
s the presidential election 
continues to heat up, there 
will doubtlessly be much 
debate about immigration 
issues, with the most contro­
versial being illegal immigration. A recent 
Latin American cultural event at Grand 
Valley State University aimed to broaden 
student perspectives on immigration by 
putting faces, names and stories to a topic 
that is often viewed in a vacuum.
“You hear all this talk about illegal im­
migration,” said David Stark, coordinator of 
GVSU’s Latin American studies program. 
“And yeah, these people are illegal immi­
grants, but you know what? They’re just 
desperate. They’re fleeing from poverty and 
violence. They just want to be safe.”
On Jan. 21, Stark and the Latin Ameri­
can studies program arranged a viewing 
of the documentary film “Abrazos” in the 
auditorium of the L.V. Eberhard Center. 
“Abrazos” depicts the story of U.S. chil­
dren in Minnesota who have been sepa­
rated from their families in Guatemala by
the various hardships affecting the Cen­
tral American country.
Stark said that economic recession, 
political violence and drug cartels are just 
some of the problems that have forced a 
mass emigration of children from Central 
America. He said that from October 2013 
to October 2014, U.S. Customs and Bor­
der Protection encountered 67,000 unac­
companied children.
“We spend so much money keeping 
people out,” Stark said. “You can build 
fences and borders and everything, but 
I think the money’s better spent in help­
ing these kids, in helping improve the 
conditions back in the Central American 
countries. If we improve conditions there, 
the people won’t need to flee and try and 
come here and risk their lives. That, to me, 
is the really sad part about this, is we’ve 
kind of misplaced our priorities.”
With the help of the organization 
Abuelos y Nietos Juntos, the children 
shown in “Abrazos” engage on an emo­
tional 3,000 mile journey to Guatamala, 
where they meet, interact and learn 
from the family members they were
MOVIE: GVSU students and public meet for the Latin American studies film presentation of 
"Abrazos" and panel discussion in the L.V. Eberhard Center on Jan. 21. gvl | SARA carte
separated from for so long.
After the film, there was a panel dis­
cussion featuring members of Bethany 
Christian Service, a global organization 
that works with unaccompanied youth, 
like those in “Abrazos,” to integrate them 
into American life in a way that allows 
them to learn a new culture while still pre­
serving that of their native country.
Also among the panelists were several 
Guatemalans who face similar circumstanc­
es of familial separation as those seen in the 
film. One of these panelists was Jorge Velas­
quez, who had to leave his family in Guate­
mala five years ago. As translated by David 
Stark, Velasquez said that immigrants are 
unfortunately unified by many burdens.
“Thousands of Guatemalans live here 
in (the U.S.). We all come from a same 
root, a same origin, which is poverty,” 
Velasquez said. “That’s the reason we feel 
like we have to leave Guatemala and come 
here. And so, it’s very difficult for us to be 
here, as well, because we have to cover ex­
penses back here and at home.
“Even at work we face difficult situations. 
Lots of hard work, low pay and, not every­
body, but some of us experience discrimina­
tion at work. This is just part of a larger story 
that all immigrants share.”
Among the students in the audience was 
Jane Ulrey. Ulrey said that the event changed 
the way she views her daily life.
“It just made me realize that I never really 
thought about (familial separation),” Ulrey 
said. “Like how lucky I am that I get to go 
and see my grandma whenever I feel like it 
and I go home and see my sisters. It puts it in 
a completely different perspective.”
LOG ON TO: 
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE
COMEDY
Upright Citizens Brigade to perform at GV
Improvisational team pairs up with student comedy group
BY MARISSA LAPORTE
MLAPORTE@LANTHORN.COM
professional 
troupe of come­
dians from New 
York will be travel­
ing to Grand Val­
ley State University, even though 
they have absolutely nothing 
planned for their performance.
Presented by Subject to 
Change Improv Comedy and 
Spotlight Productions, Upright 
Citizens Brigade Improv Tour 
Company will be performing 
improvised comedy inspired by 
its audience at GVSU.
Marshall Stratton, a mem­
ber of Upright Citizens Bri­
gade Tour Company, said that 
the beauty of improv perfor­
mances is that everything is 
made up on the spot.
“We are making the show 
up in front of your eyes,” 
Stratton said. “We are just as 
surprised as you are at what 
comes out of (our) mouths. 
To know what topics come up, 
you’ll just have to come to the 
show and find out. (The audi­
ence will be) watching a show 
that’s never been seen before 
and will never be seen again. 
That’s pretty incredible to me 
and still makes me think how 
improv is so special.”
Followed by a brief 10-min­
ute opening performance from 
GVSU’s improv group, Subject 
to Change, Upright Citizens 
Brigade will be performing at 9 
p.m. on Jan. 27 in the Kirkhof 
Center Grand River Room.
Kevin Brennan, a freshman 
at GVSU and a member of Sub­
ject to Change, said the group is 
thrilled to be opening for Up­
right Citizens Brigade.
“Our goal is to get people 
warmed up for (Upright Citi­
zens Brigade) to come out 
and do their thing,” Brennan 
said. “One of our mottos is to 
have fun and make change. If 
people have a good evening 
because of us or if we helped 
make someone’s evening 
pleasant or if they laughed 
because of what we did, then 
we’re doing something right.”
Stratton said he enjoys 
traveling to colleges that have 
an improv scene, whether it 
be on or off campus.
“I love it when college groups 
open for us,” Stratton said “It 
sets a great tone to the show be­
cause all their friends are there 
supporting them. I like to watch 
young improvisers finding their 
way through the show while 
having fun and making them­
selves laugh. I think (the student 
audience) can benefit from the 
show because it’s an escape from 
the rigors of college life and for
one night (they) can just sit back 
and laugh at our goofs.”
Mike Kelton, another Up­
right Citizens Brigade member, 
said this show will provide a 
way for the audience to break 
away from the stresses of col­
lege living. Upright Citizens 
Brigade will be performing 
two 45-minute sets based on 
an interview with an audience 
member and text messages sent 
to them from the audience.
“We won’t ask for context, 
just the green or blue bubble to 
hold that special information 
that, out of context will give us 
good source material for some 
insane scenes,” Kelton said
Brennan said that the mem­
bers of Subject to Change are 
preparing to learn from Up­
right Citizens Brigade as much
as possible, and if the show goes 
well for them it will be similar 
to a stamp of validation as well 
as a great experience.
“Our improv changes as our 
group changes,” Brennan said 
“(Subject to Change) has helped 
me find my funny self because 
it’s improv and you only have 
your raw self to pull from.”
Brennan said Subject to 
Change is a fairly young group, 
but its audience has continued 
to grow. They will be traveling 
to perform in Traverse City, 
Michigan in February. They 
currently have other shows in 
the works and plan to continue 
growing and improving.
GO TO:
http://bit.ly/1lloYSZ
FOR MORE INFORMA TION
SHOW: GV comedy group performs. COURTESY I SUBJECT TO CHANGE
THE BETTER BOOKSTORE!"
GUARANTEED LOWER TEXTBOOK 
PRICES AND AN AWESOME GVSU 
CLOTHING SECTION!
LOCATED ON PIERCE STREET, 
JUST SOUTH OF CAMPUS.
WWW.BRIANSBOOKS.COM
♦ • ♦
4405508588992790264455
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN 
^0 (cLGVLSPORTS
JANUARY 25, 2016 SPORTS A7
QUICK HITS
iimii iii mi i mi i mi i mi i ii mi in iiiii i ii 11 n in | mim |,m
LAKERS HOST SUCCESSFUL 
INTERNATIONAL NIGHT
Grand Valley State held 
International Night on Jan. 23, 
during both men’s and women’s 
basketball games. Both teams 
found success as the men beat 
Northwood 66-53, and the wom­
en also beat Northwood. 71-47.
The Padnos International 
Center was also In attendance, 
providing information on GVSU 
study abroad programs.
The women's team wore 
special alternate uniforms that 
said "Lakers" in several differ­
ent languages.
A guest public address an­
nouncer provided Swedish and 
Swahili translations during the 
announcement of the starting 
lineups.
Almost 400 international 
students are present at GVSU, 
and 688 students studied abroad 
during the 2014-15 school year.
SEVERAL LAKERS NAMED 
TO GLIAC ALL-ACADEMIC 
TEAMS
The GLIAC has announced 
members of its All-Academic 
and All-Academic Excellence 
teams for thefall semester, and 
several Lakers found themselves 
on both teams.
To be considered for the 
All-Academic team, a student- 
athlete must have a cumulative 
GPA of 3.00-3.49. To be con­
sidered for the All-Academic 
Excellence team, a student- 
athlete must carry a cumulative 
GPA of 3.50-4.00.
For women’s tennis, the 
Lakers were represented by 
Aimee Moccia and Rachel 
Sumner on the All-Academic 
Excellence team, and Courtney 
Lang on the All-Academic team.
GVSU women’s soccer 
had three players on the All- 
Academic team: Katie Klunder, 
Sara Stevens and Katy Woolley.
Eleven players were named 
to the All-Academic Excellence 
team, including Marti Corby and 
Clare Carlson.
For men’s and women’s cross 
country, eleven players were 
named to the All-Academic 
team.
The Lakers were well rep­
resented on the All-Academic 
Excellence team with 26 total 
players making cut, including 
Ethan Barnes and Jordan 
Chester.
GVSU WRESTLING CLUB 
MAKES TOURNAMENT RUN
The Grand Valley State 
wrestling club competed in 
Dalton, Georgia at the National 
Collegiate Wrestling Association 
national duals finals over the 
weekend, and took home a 
second-place finish.
The runner-up title marks the 
best Laker finish in the event 
since they won it in 2009.
The Lakers fell to the 
University of Central Florida via 
a 32-15 score in the champion­
ship match.
With the solid finish, the 
Lakers earned 23 points for the 
NCWA national tournament, set 
to take place in March. GVSU 
will host the Laker Classic at 
Fieldhouse Arena on Feb. 6.
VARSITY SCHEDULE
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
Thursday 8 p.m. at Saginaw 
Valley State
Saturday 3 p.m. vs Hillsdale
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Thursday 6 p.m. at Saginaw 
Valley State
Saturday 1 p.m. vs Hillsdale
TRACK AND FIELD
Saturday 1 p.m. vs GVSU Lints 
Alumni Meet
SWIMMING AND DIVING
Saturday 9 a.m. vs GVSU Last 
Chance Diving Meet
Lakers wrap up exhausting weekend with win over Northwood
M.BASKETBALL
MAKE A PLAY: Junior guard Luke Ryskamp takes the ball up court during Grand Valley State’s 66-53 win over Northwood at Fieldhouse Arena on Jan. 23. The Lakers 
bounced back to defeat the Timberwolves after dropping a heartbreaking overtime decision to Lake Superior State on the road two days before. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
BY A.A. KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
D
he Grand Valley State 
mens basketball team 
gritted out a much- 
needed 66-53 win over 
Northwood (10-8, 6-6 
GLIAC) at Fieldhouse Arena on Jan. 
23 to avoid a two-loss weekend.
The Lakers (14-4, 8-4 GLIAC) 
traveled to Lake Superior State (13-5, 
8-4 GLIAC) on Jan. 21, and departed 
with a gut-wrenching 82-74 overtime 
loss in a turnover-filled affair.
“Some of it was carelessness,” 
said GVSU head coach Ric Wesley. 
“It was a very physical game. Some 
of the turnovers were things like a 
charge, they weren’t always neces­
sarily turnovers that led to baskets.
“I don’t know that it felt we 
were throwing the ball all over 
the gym, it didn’t feel that way.” 
Tfie first half of the Lakers-Lak­
ers tilt was a back-and-forth affair, 
with LSSU taking a 36-27 lead into 
halftime thanks to a late 14-6 run 
to end the half. LSSU struck first in 
the second half, extending the lead 
to 11 after a pair of 
made free throws.
With a steadily ex­
panding margin star­
ing GVSU in the face, 
it responded. Senior 
Chaz Rollins kicked off 
a 10-0 run for GVSU, as 
it pulled to within 37-36 
early in the second half.
LSSU flipped the 
script, scoring the 
next seven points to 
open the lead up to 
eight points. GVSU 
came back again, and 
tied the game at 45- 
45, but LSSU continued to attack.
Trailing by five late in the game, 
GVSU needed a quick bucket to
have a shot. Junior Trevin Alexander 
knocked down a 3-pointer, and Myles 
Miller added another bucket to tie the 
game at 69-69 heading into overtime.
GVSU couldn’t muster up any 
late magic, however, 
and LSSU owned the 
overtime period to 
pull out an 82-74 win.
Miller led the Lak­
ers with 15 points, 
and Alexander
added eight points 
and nine rebounds. 
GVSU committed 28 
turnovers, and LSSU 
scored 33 points off 
those turnovers.
In the second game 
of the weekend, GVSU 
came out flat, perhaps 
succumbing to the 
fatigue that set in following the 
LSSU game. The Lakers fell behind 
29-26 heading into halftime, but a
ferocious rebounding performance 
down the stretch helped GVSU 
secure its 14th win of the season - 
besting last year’s total of 13.
Senior guard Aaron Hayes scored 
20 points to lead GVSU, which out- 
scored Northwood 40-24 in the sec­
ond half. The Lakers limited Timber- 
wolves’ leading scorer Maurice Jones 
to just 11 points on 4-of-15 shooting. 
Jones had averaged just over 21 points 
per game heading into the contest.
Coming out of the gate in the sec­
ond half, the Lakers gave up some 
early points and fell behind 36-28, 
but forced the ball into the paint and 
found success on the block.
“That’s always the game plan,” 
Hayes said. “I think we have the most 
versatile big men in the GLLAC, so 
that’s always our focus is to get it down 
in the paint and we work from there.”
GVSU out-rebounded Northwood
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“I think we 
have the most 
versatile big 
men in the 
GLIAC.”
AARON HAYES 
SENIOR GUARD
W. BASKETBALL
Five straight
GV destroys Lake Superior State, 
Northwood to extend winning streak
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
ASSISTANTSPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley State 
womens basketball 
team played a home- 
and-away series over 
the weekend, traveling 
to face Lake Superior State on Jan. 
21, and coming home for a match­
up with Northwood on Jan. 23.
The Lakers had little difficulty, 
and much consistency, as they de­
feated Lake Superior State 71-49, and 
Northwood 71-47. The two victories 
extended the Laker 
winning streak to five.
“(Lake Superior 
State) was a little banged 
up, but I thought we 
went up there and played 
well on the road. It’s a 
tough place to play and 
we’ve struggled there 
in the past,” said GVSU 
coach Mike Williams.
“The nice thing was,
I thought we showed a 
little toughness. We go 
to Lake State, get back at 
4 in the morning, have to 
turn around go to class at 
8 and practice at 10. You have an excuse 
built-in, and our players didn’t use that.”
The Lakers of GVSU had little trou­
ble with the Lakers of LSSU, and led by 
as many as 26 points. GVSU shot 40.7 
percent as a team, and 50 percent from 
behind the arc on 14-of-28 shooting.
GVSUs Piper Tucker finished with 
16 points, Bailey Caimduff had 13 and 
Iindsay Baker added 12 on four triples.
The Lakers found more success 
two days later against the Timber- 
wolves in a game where a balanced
‘‘We were 
bringing the 
energy. My team 
had my back, I 
felt it, and I felt 
good shooting 
the ball.”
KAYLA DAWSON 
JUNIOR FORWARD
offensive approach was good for 50 
percent from the field as a team.
“Our energy overall commanded 
this game,” said forward Kayla Daw­
son. “It was just, ‘get it done.’ We knew 
they had two big rebounders on their 
team, so the big thing for us was no 
offensive rebounds for them.”
The Lakers got off to a hot start, and 
led 20-11 at the end of the first quarter.
Things were going smoothly for 
the Lakers until about two minutes 
left in the first half. The gym fell silent 
when GVSU reserve center Korynn 
Hincka went to corral a defensive 
rebound, but planted 
—■ awkwardly, causing her
right knee to buckle.
Hincka was in 
obvious pain, and 
wouldn’t return to the 
game. She eventually 
came back to the Lak­
er bench on crutches.
“The strides she’s 
made in the last four 
or five weeks have been 
unbelievable, so that 
was really tough to 
see,” Williams said.
The Lakers took a 
33-19 lead into half­
time, and if Northwood was go­
ing to mount any sort of come­
back, a hot start to the second half 
would’ve been a nice place to start.
The second half did get off to hot 
start — just not for Northwood. Tucker 
hit a quick basket to open the frame, and 
Northwood committed a traveling vio­
lation a few moments later. Dawson fol­
lowed that up with a contested 3-point 
make, and the Timberwolves answered
SEE W. HOOPS | A8
OVERHEAD: Junior forward Kayla Dawson looks to pass during Grand Valley 
State’s convincing 71-49 win over Northwood on Jan. 23 GVL I Kevin sielaff
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ROLLER HOCKEY
Lakers go 4-1 in weekend tournament
BREAKING OUT: Forward Dominic Zuelch handles the puck out of the zone in a game for the Grand 
Valley State Division I roller hockey team against Michigan State in February 2015. GVL I EMILY frye
Lone loss comes against Michigan State in shootout
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK@LANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley 
State Division 
I roller hockey 
team was back 
in action for the 
first time in 2016 after a nearly 
two-month break. The Lakers 
played a total of five games be­
tween Jan. 23 and 24, finishing 
with a 4-1 record.
. The Lakers have seemed 
to hit their stride after an 
up-and-down first semester 
of play. GVSU finished the 
first half of the season with 
a 5-3 record. After starting 
4-1, the Lakers dropped two 
of their last three games.
With more new players on 
the team than in years past, 
finding chemistry among line- 
mates was a work in progress 
in the first half of the season. 
But now with more games un­
der their belt, the Lakers have 
found the right connections, 
and it is showing.
GVSU started the week­
end with a comeback win 
against Slippery Rock Uni­
versity 4-3 and cruised to a 
4-1 victory against Miami 
(Ohio) University.
“Our first game was a bit 
slower offensively, mostly due 
to the break,” said forward 
Dominic Zuelch, “but after that, 
things started clicking. Our
puck movement was good and 
passes were tape-to-tape.”
Zuelch led the Lakers in 
scoring in the tournament, 
netting six goals to go along 
with three assists.
“I knew that moving my 
feet and using my speed would 
be critical and it proved to be 
that way,” Zuelch said. “It gave 
me good opportunities to 
score and good opportunities 
to set up my teammates.”
The third game came 
against Michigan State, a 
team the Lakers have squared 
off against twice before, los­
ing both matches.
The Lakers gave the Spar­
tans all they could handle, but 
lost in a shootout 2-1. The game 
featured a couple of key pen­
alty kills by the Lakers in the 
final seconds of regulation and 
overtime to send the game to a 
shootout. In the shootout, the 
Spartans and Lakers went back 
and forth with impressive goals 
and saves by both teams. The 
Spartans eventually ended the 
game scoring after a save on the 
other end. The Spartans are un­
defeated so far in the 2015-16 
season, but the Lakers will get 
two more cracks at MSU before 
the season is over.
“Taking the powerhouse 
Michigan State team to a shoot­
out helped boost our confi­
dence as a team and shows that, 
when we put a full game to­
gether, we can play with the best 
teams out there,” Zuelch said.
After the MSU game, the 
Lakers bounced back and won 
the next two games handily. 
GVSU throttled Michigan 9-2 
and made similar work of East­
ern Michigan, winning 8-2.
The GVSU defense held the 
opposing teams to under three 
goals in each game except one 
over the weekend. The defense 
was vital for the Lakers’ success, 
but the play by goaltender Aart 
on Mizgalski came as a surprise 
Mizgalski started the year 
as a defenseman, but after the 
previous goaltender did not rei 
turn to the team for the second 
semester, he took over as goalie.
“I’m not new to competi­
tive roller (hockey), so I was 
up for the challenge,” Mizgal: 
ski said. “I played like I know I 
can and things went great.” / 
The defense played strong 
in front of Mizgalski, allow­
ing fewer than 15 shots in 
three of the games. ;
“The defense played great 
the whole weekend, very pa­
tient with the puck and made 
the smart plays,” Mizgalski 
said. “They did a great job of 
manning up and playing 
tough in the corners and pro­
tecting the front of my net.” • 
Mizgalski and the Lakers 
will look to continue to play at a 
high level Feb. 6 against Linden- 
wood and Bethel University.
M. HOOPS
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BALL-HANDLER: Senior guard Darren Kapustka dribbles through traffic during Grand Valley 
State's 66-53 victory over Northwood at Fieldhouse Arena on Jan. 23. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
29-15 in the second half, led by Alexanders 
game-high 10. Rollins added an energetic nine 
boards in limited time, while guard Luke Rys- 
kamp swooped in to snag eight of his own.
“We were soft around the basket (in the first 
half),” Alexander said, “Coach got on us about not 
layups, not playing hard. Our energy was 
- for us to have a season like we had last year, 
and our aspirations for a ring, it just clicked 
in our nead, we need to play. We need this now.”
Hayes’ 20 points led all scorers, while Alexander
added 12 on 50 percent shooting. The Lakers shot 
just 35.5 percent as a team on 22-of-62, but held 
Northwood to 34.6 percent on 18-of-52 shooting.
“Down the stretch it just comes winning time 
and you got to step it up,” Wesley said. “I’d like to 
think our depth helped. Justin (Greason) came 
off the bench, gave us some good minutes there. 
We had enough in the tank to get it done.”
The Lakers currently sit at fourth place in 
the GLIAC, trailing Saginaw Valley State, Fer­
ris State and Findlay.
GVSU next hits the court on Jan. 28 against SVSU 
(14-4,10-2 GLIAC) before returning home for a tilt 
against Hillsdale (11-5,7-5 GLIAC) on Jan. 30.
THEME OF THE VIEEK
*
SHOW US A PICTURE OF YOUR 
SIBLINGS TO INSTAGRAM 
AND MAKE SURE TO TAG 
#GVT0TW AND #GVLANTHORN 
FOR A CHANCE TO WIN!
BAH ■I
PICK AND ROLL: Junior guard Bailey Cairnduff looks to beat her defender, as Kayla Dawson comes to 
set a screen. The Lakers defeated Northwood 71-47 at Fieldhouse Arena on Jan. 23 GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
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with another turnover. The Lakers doubled 
the Timberwolves’ 19, and didn’t lose the 
lead for the rest of the game.
Dawson tied a career-high with 28 points, 
and Tucker complemented that with 12
points, five assists, and five boards.
“We were bringing the energy. My team had 
my back, 1 felt it, and I felt good shooting the 
ball,” Dawson said. “It was a great two wins.”
This week, the Lakers will hit the road to face 
rival Saginaw Valley State on Jan. 28 for the first 
edition of Battle of the Valleys 2016, and will fin­
ish the week at home on Jan. 30 against Hillsdale.
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TRACK AND FIELD
LAKERS DOMINATE HOME COMPETITION
•Thorton sets GV record distance in weight throw
VAULT CREW: Grand Valley State senior pole vaulter Jaime Roberts gets instruction during an event at the GVSU Open in the 
Kelly Family Sports Center on Jan. 22. Both the Laker men and women won the event with relative ease. GVL I LUKE HOLMES
disappoint. Donson and Lechner 
posted improved provisional marks 
with throws of 19.37 and 18.04 meters, 
respectively. Moons previous throw of 
19.18 meters is still his season best.
In the womens weight throw, 
Kyra Hull and Kaylyn Hill beat their 
previous bests. Hull threw 18.21 
meters and Hill threw 17.59. Jenae 
Linville joined the provisional mark 
club with a 16.34-meter toss.
In the womens shot put, Dajsha 
Avery set a new provisional best with a 
distance of 13.87 meters. For the men, 
Thornton beat his previous provision­
al mark with a heave of 17.26 meters.
Tori Brooks added his name to
the list of student-athletes to reach the 
provisional mark in the mens long 
jump with a jump of 7.14 meters.
In the womens high jump, Kath­
ryn Mills reached a mark by clear­
ing at 1.69 meters.
Womens pole vaulter Jaime Rob­
erts reached a provisional mark as 
well, sailing over the bar at 3.84 meters.
Amy Cymerman posted a time of 
9:43.12 in the womens 3000 meter 
run to clear the provisional qualify­
ing time by about 16 seconds.
GVSU achieved two more pro­
visional times in the 60 meter 
hurdles. For the men, Gary Hick­
man finished in 8.18 seconds, and
for the women, Beatriz Indurain 
crossed the finish line in 8.74.
GVSU also got a qualifying mark 
in the womens mile, as Kendra Foley 
finished in 4:53.94.
“I thought we had great team en­
ergy,” Baltes said. “In a smaller meet 
setting, you have to find support for 
one another because a lot of the time 
the competition isn’t there from the 
other teams. I thought we did a great 
job rallying for each other and get­
ting excited for each other."
The Lakers next host the GVSU 
Lints Alumni Meet in the Kelly Family 
Sports Center on Jan. 30.
BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JARVIDSON@LANTHORN.COM
rand Valley State se­
nior Darien Thornton 
recorded the fourth- 
longest throw in NCAA 
Division II mens weight 
throw history during the GVSU Open 
on Jan. 22, as the Lakers defended 
their home turf with both the men and 
women earning meet victories.
His toss of 22.06 meters broke the 
previous GVSU weight throw record 
of 21.91 set by Thornton in 2015.
* “I’m speechless,” he said. “I’m 
excited. I’ve been try­
ing to throw that for 
a while now and I fi­
nally got there.”
■ Thornton is con­
vinced he can throw it 
even farther. Hed love 
to hit 23 meters, but 
ultimately he’s going to 
keep throwing as far 
as he can until he can’t 
throw anymore, he said.
His throw cleared 
the distance necessary 
for an automatic NCAA 
qualification mark, but, 
having already quali­
fied during the Bob Eubanks Open, 
Thornton’s record-breaking throw 
will simply further cement his posi­
tion as one of the best.
“He’s been the NCAA runner-up 
the last two years,” said GVSU head 
coach Jerry Baltes. “Hopefully he can 
keep improving and be ready on the
day, come March, to get stuff done. 
He’s doing a really good job of leading 
our team by setting a good example 
and being a positive team member.”
Redshirt sophomore Wuoi Mach 
flirted with the GVSU record in the 
mile, posting a time of 4:08.82. Senior 
Ethan Barnes finished just behind with 
a time of 4:09.54. Both were NCAA 
provisional qualifying times.
“Mach has really come around, 
training-wise,” Baltes said. “He really 
understands our training model and 
the process. I’m excited to see what he 
can do in the next few weeks.”
Mach didn’t know how close he 
was to the record as he 
came down the final 
stretch, but with team­
mates cheering on the 
side and Barnes nip­
ping at his heels, there 
was no lack of inspira­
tion to finish strong.
“Ethan’s fast,” he 
said. “As you saw, he 
was right on my heels. 
He really pushes me in 
workouts. I pretty much 
bounce off what he does 
and follow him around.”
Mach and Barnes 
represented two of 
GVSU’s 18 total provisional qualify­
ing marks met at the meet. Of the 18 
marks, 16 were season-bests.
The GVSU throwers continued 
their dominance. In the men’s weight 
throw, Thornton took the cake with his 
automatic mark, but Blake Donson, 
Mike Moon and Jay Lechner didn’t
“I thought we 
did a great job 
rallying for each 
other and getting 
excited for each 
other.”
JERRY BALTES 
GVSU HEAD COACH
SWIM AND DIVE
GV men, 
women 
sweep 
Findlay
MAKING WAVES: Grand Valley State junior Jesus Morales competes during GVSU’s home meet against the University of Findlay. GVSU 
won handily on both the men's and the women’s sides, and now prepare for the GLIAC championships on Feb. 10. GVL I KASEY GARVEUNK
Lakers set pool, varsity records in rout of Oilers
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCA TAMNEY@LANTHORN.COM
n the final meet of the regu­
lar season, Grand Valley 
State swim and dive team 
hit the water to take on the 
University of Findlay, and 
ent the seniors out with a splash.
As teams, the Laker men beat the Oil- 
rs 210-80, and the Laker women won 
08-81 on Jan. 23.
“All the way from the top to the bot- 
am we came out and we competed,” said 
LVSU head coach Andy Boyce. “Not all 
he races were very close, but they came 
»ut and tried to put up their best times.”
Marius Mikalauskas, Mercedes 
dartinez, Leonie Van Noort, Sam 
fostmus, Emily Gallagher, Danny Ab- 
»ot, Ben Walling and Rachel Skoog led 
he Lakers with three wins each.
Meghan Falconer, Gianni Ferrero, Lara 
)eibel and Tim Harris snagged two wins 
ach, as 14 other Lakers snagged single- 
leat victories. Hannah Peak and Elise 
latched also tied in one heat.
Along with grabbing numerous victo- 
ies in the water, the lakers rewrote a slew 
»f records. Mikalauskas set the pool record 
n men’s 200 breaststroke with a time of 
1:01:87, Van Noort set both the pool and 
arsity records in women’s 200 backstroke 
vith a time of2.00:65 and Postmus set pool 
ecords in both the women’s 200 individual
medley and women’s 200 freestyle with 
times of2:06:09 and 1:52:37.
Afterward, Boyce voiced his pleasure 
regarding the work of his athletes.
“(This meet) was ready good. We had a 
couple up and down performances, but to 
be able to come away with four new pool 
records and a new varsity record, that’s a 
pretty dam good day;’ he said. “I’m happy 
with how the last meet turned out and now 
were ready focusing in the next two weeks 
on conference championships.”
With this being the last meet of the sea­
son before conferences, senior swimmers 
took center stage to bid farewell to GVSU.
“It’s been a pleasure swimming here. 
I’ve made so many friends,” said senior 
John Eber. “It’s been a great place to 
be even with the hard times that ev­
ery college student goes through, be­
ing surrounded by my friends made it 
much more manageable.”
“Emotional. I was very emotional, es­
pecially for the last relay,” said senior Faith 
Bart. “It’s just weird that this was my last 
time swimming a meet in this pool and I’d 
miss it a lot. It has really meant a lot to me.”
The student-athletes know they’re not 
done quite yet, however.
“We are an exceptional team and I’m 
really just in love with it,” Bart said. “We 
ready worked hard only two weeks out of 
conferences and I’m really impressed with 
the way we performed. I don’t think we’ve 
*ever been this dose to being able to win a
conference title (in my four years here).
“We’re not expecting to win, we don’t 
want to get that mentality in our head, but 
we also want to fight hard toward that goal.”
She also emphasized that the key to 
success for the Lakers during confer­
ence finals is focus, citing past years 
where they thought they were going to 
win, lost focus, and ended up falling 
short of their ultimate goal.
“Obviously we want to repeat as cham­
pions on the men’s side and have the wom­
en win their first in eight years,” Eber said. 
“We just ready want the whole team to do 
wed and make that bus ride home from 
(the GLIAC championships) a good one.”
Over the next two weeks in prepa­
ration for the GLIAC championships, 
which will take place on Feb 10., the 
Lakers will take some time to rest their 
bodies, then focus on hard on improv­
ing their technique. Distance swimmers 
will work on pace work, while the rest of 
the squad will focus mostly on sprint and 
power work, according to Boyce.
“It has been our goal to win the con­
ference championships this year, both 
the men and the women. We’ve never 
done it, so we’re going to go out there 
and give it the best effort that we give 
and see what happens.”
The men’s team made it through the 
season unscathed with a 9-0 record, 
while the women head into the champi­
onships with an 8-1 record.
CLUES ACROSS
1. Cut into cubes 
5. Food flavorings
11. Longest tenured “Tonight 
Show” host
14. One being educated
15. British conservatives
18. End without completion
19. Boater
21. Indicated horsepower 
(abbr.)
23. Protects the chest
24. Expresses pleasure
28. Stiff hair, bristle
29. Blood type 
31. Taxis
33. Ribbed material
34. Young female socialite
CLUES DOWN
1. Disk jockeys
2. 9th Oreek letter
3. Fish of the carp family
4. Medical prefix for within
5. Short for synthesizer 
6 What part of (abbr.)
7. Farm state
8. Thermionic vacuum tube
9. Employee stock ownership 
plan
10. A crane
12. Filippo __, Saint
13. One below tens
16. Impatiently desirous
17. Inflict a heavy blow
20. As fast as can be done 
(abbr.)
22. Ma's partner
23. Carrier’s invention
26. Possessed
27. Invests in little enterprises
29. Summate
30. Rosary part
36. Game cube
37. Priest’s liturgical vestment 
40. 2.1 km tributary of the
river Scille
42. The golden state
43. Powder mineral 
43. Coat with plaster
47. Far East housemaid
48. Digital audiotape 
31. Merchandising
54. Libreville is the capital
38. Incapable of flexibility 
60. Language of Andorra 
62 Repeat in concise form
64. Dark areas
65. Enough (archaic)
32. A large body of water 
35. Woman’s undergarment
37. Essential oil obtained from 
flowers
38. Cripples
39. An explosion 
41. Of, French
44. Fish of the genus Salvelinus 
46. Bahrain dinar 
49 Banded calcedony 
50. Giant armadillo
52. In place of
53. Electronic counter-counter­
measures
55. Large package of cotton
56. 3564 m French Alp
57. European defense 
organization
39. Check 
60 Former OSS 
61. Not old
63. Goodwill promotion
• • • •
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HELPING HAND: Senior student assistant Brent Boerema (far left) interacts with players during 
Grand Valley State’s 66-53 win over Northwood at Fieldhouse Arena on Jan. 23. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
Student assistants 
work behind scenes 
for GV basketball
Trio got start hoping to move on to coaching
BY A.A. KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
hether it be 
coordinating 
travel and food 
arrangements 
for road trips, 
scouting opposing teams or 
simply helping players get 
up extra shots after practice, 
the Grand Valley State mens 
basketball student assistants 
play a major role behind the 
scenes for the Lakers.
The trio, Dylan Liddell, 
Zak Spryszak and Brent Boer­
ema, put in hour after hour to 
ensure everything is running 
smoothly for the 14-4 Lakers.
“I just think their expe­
rience will benefit them in 
anything and everything 
they do,” said GVSU head 
coach Ric Wesley, who got 
his start as a student assis­
tant at Central Michigan. 
“They’re service-oriented, 
they’re looking after the 
group, they help us with 
stats. They know what it 
means to put in long hours, 
hard work, they learn 
about passion, how to deal 
with people."
Both Liddell and Spryszak, 
former high school basketball 
players, have future intentions 
of making a career as a basket­
ball coach. While a vast num­
ber of coaches get their starts 
after wrapping up a playing 
career, some find their way 
into the coaching ranks start­
ing as a student assistant.
“(Basketball has) been a big 
part of my life, so I wanted to 
continue in it. I knew about 
the time, sixth, seventh, eight 
grade, when you start figuring 
out you aren’t going to play in 
the NBA, you start thinking 
about what else you’re going to 
do,” Liddell said “I knew bas­
ketball was a big part of my life 
and I wanted it to continue to 
be a big part of my life.”
Liddell, in his third sea­
son as a student assistant, is 
the de facto ringleader of the 
group. He travels with the 
team each game, and is the 
lone assistant to do so.
“You take that first step 
and start learning about what 
makes a collegiate basketball 
program tick, and as you’re 
doing those things every day, 
you’re gaining a lot of experi­
ence. The more you do and 
more you’re around the more 
confidence the coaches have 
with you, so it’s been a great 
experience so far,” Liddell said.
While some sports junkies 
might struggle to be constant­
ly around the game without 
any real opportunities to step 
on the court and contribute, 
the leaker student assistants 
have taken it with grace. They 
signed up to help out, and 
learn what it takes to become a 
coach. And what they get is ex­
actly what they’re looking for.
“It hasn’t really (bothered 
me) as much as I though it 
would,” Spryszak said. “Now 
I just love watching the sport, 
trying to learn from it, analyz­
ing every little piece. It’s almost
like you moved up a level and 
know you have to do things 
differently in the sport.”
The Division II level of 
basketball doesn’t afford pro­
grams the opportunity to em­
ploy a fleet of coaches to each 
team, and, apart from Wesley, 
the Lakers have just two more 
official coaches. According to 
Wesley, Liddell has become 
acclimated enough and trust­
ed enough in the program to 
fill the role of another assis­
tant coach for the Lakers.
Student assistants play 
mediary between players and 
coaches, getting a unique 
look into both sides of the 
equation. Liddell rooms with 
three GVSU players, and gets 
a good feel for what goes 
on from both a player and a 
coach perspective.
Whether it be looking up 
stats for potential recruits, 
making sure players get their 
protein fill after each game 
or simply shouting words of 
encouragement, the GVSU 
student assistants play cog 
to the grinding, flowing ma­
chine that is college basket­
ball. While it helps the team, 
it also helps the student as­
sistants themselves.
“Over the years, I’ve met 
so many guys that that’s how 
they got their start, so all the 
programs I’ve been with, I’ve 
always put great value on 
those guys,” Wesley said. “We 
try to develop those young 
guys into not only coaches, 
but future leaders wherever 
they’re going to be in life.”
Dill HOCKEY
Crosstown clash
Lakers lose one, tie one with rival Aquinas
BY ALEX EISEN
AEISEN@LANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley State Division 
III men’s hockey team put forth 
a valiant effort over the week­
end by battling back in both 
games of a home-and-away se­
ries against conference rival Aquinas, but 
could only come away with a tie.
The Lakers fell behind early at home and lost 
6-4 on Jan. 22, then skated to a 5-5 draw on Jan. 
23 at Southside Ice Center.
“We (struggled) the first 10 minutes of the 
first game, but after that we played the way we 
should,” said GVSU head coach Charlie Link. “I 
don’t like to tie and I don’t like to lose. But, we 
are OK with (a tie) after the way we played.”
Aquinas forward William Warren emphati­
cally opened the scoring Friday night at the 
Georgetown Ice Center with a crafty toe-drag 
deke that allowed him to maneuver into GV- 
SU’s defensive zone and eventually slip the puck 
past sophomore goaltender Jake Lindsay.
The Lakers couldn’t regroup fast 
enough. The Saints struck again less than 
two minutes later on the power play, and 
once more near the end of the period off 
a breakaway, to take a commanding three- 
goal lead into the first intermission.
“You can win a game or lose a game in the 
first period,” said senior Blaine Marney. “While 
we didn’t really lose the game in the first period, 
it didn’t help us going down 3-0 by any means.”
The Lakers’ desperate comeback at­
tempt started with 12:35 left in the second 
period. GVSU got on the scoreboard as 
Marney exploited a two-on-one situation 
by going high stick side over the goalten­
der, while the Aquinas defender flopped to 
the ice to take away the passing lane.
Both teams traded a couple of quality 
scoring chances before a pair of defensemen 
found the back of the net. First, Aquinas’ Ty­
ler Layle found the twine with a seeing-eye 
slap shot from the blue line off a power play 
faceoff win at 13:53 into the second.
The goal was matched 1:02 later by 
GVSU’s Derek Simon to make the score 
4-2. Earning the assist, freshman forward 
Scott Schueneman shielded off an Aquinas 
defenseman, hooking him on a breakaway 
long enough to execute a perfect drop pass, 
leaving Simon with an easy finish.
The Lakers had two vital opportunities 
to cut the deficit to one goal going into the 
third period, but failed to convert in the 
final five minutes on a 5-on-3 man advan­
tage and a subsequent power play. GVSU 
finished 0-for-7 on the power play.
“The first couple (of power plays) were 
definitely rocky,” Marney said. “But, we 
planned something out in practice and 
stuck to that it. It didn’t work out at first, 
but hopefully we can implement it better 
tomorrow and see better success.”
An eventful four-goal third period saw 
Aquinas regain its three-goal lead 1:31 into 
the final stanza. GVSU countered with a re­
bound goal from freshman Mitchell Law- 
ton three minutes later and a short-handed 
goal by sophomore Henry Mikesell to make 
things interesting at 5-4 with 2:05 remaining.
But, before the Lakers could pull Lindsay 
from the crease for an extra attacker, Aqui­
nas forward Matt Krzykwa found Nathan 
Aloisio streaking across center ice for his 
team-leading 20th goal of the season.
GVSU outshot Aquinas 35-31, but the Lak­
ers were unable to dictate the flow of the game 
in critical moments as they couldn’t stay out of 
the penalty box, racking up 28 penalty minutes.
Far fewer penalties were issued in the 
second game on Saturday, but the action 
on the ice was just as eventful.
A five-goal first period had GVSU lead­
ing 3-2 with goals from senior Eric White 
(3:03), junior Mitch Kahl (16:55) and se­
nior Nate Dykstra (17:48).
Aquinas tied the game up in the second pe­
riod with a goal scored from an almost-impos- 
sible angle along the boards in the corner.
“A couple weak goals by them, but Jack 
(Lindsay) bailed us out a few times, so we 
had to bail him out,” Link said.
The Saints came out fast to start the third pe­
riod getting a goal from Zachary Grover at the 
1:46 mark and, exactly one minute later, Aloisio 
slotted home his second goal of the game.
Undeterred, the Lakers rattled the cross­
bar midway through the period and minutes 
later drew within one on a controversial Law- 
ton goal that apparently eked across the goal 
line as a scrum ensued in front of the net.
Marney buried the equalizer 1:04 later off a 
pinpoint cross-crease pass from Nate Dykstra.
With under two minutes to play in regula­
tion, Lindsay made an acrobatic diving save to 
send the game into overtime. Chances were 
hard to come by in the extra frame, and the 
game finished in a lively 5-5 stalemate.
“I thought we played very well,” Lawton 
said. “We got down a couple goals, but we 
battled through and ended up with a tie. 
So, it’s a win for us.”
GVSU faces Adrian College next week­
end for another home-and-away series.
DECISIONS: Grand Valley State senior Eric Vanderklok surveys a play in the corner at Georgetown 
Ice Center on Jan. 22. The Lakers fell to Aquinas 6-4, and tied 5-5 on Jan. 23 GVL | EMILY frye
LAKER EXCHANGE
FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF
some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL
lakerexchange@lanthom.com OR CALL 616-331-2460
Services ServicesHousingEmployment Housing
SUMMER IN MAINE 
Males and Females 
Teach your favorite activity 
Archery-Arts-Canoe- 
Costuming-Enameling-Gym- 
Photo-Pottery-Sail- 
Silversmithing- 
Swim-T ennis-Waterski 
Enjoy our website at 
www.tripplakecamp.com. 
TRIPP LAKE CAMP 
1-800-997-4347
Off Broadway has an 
opening we are looking to fill 
as soon as possible 
3 bedroom loft 
(Female)-$610 
Included: Cable, Internet, 
Water, Parking and Trash 
Not included: Laundry 
(Laundry facilities are 
located in the building) and 
Electricity (split among 
roommates).
No pets and no smoking. 
Please Contact our office at
616-776-2678 if you are in­
terested or feel free to 
email me directly at me- 
clastl@mail.gvsu.edu.
You can also began an ap- 
lication online at liveatoff- 
roadway.com.
Country Place apartment 
roommates wanted - 
Have two slots open 
for anyone in need of 
housing for 2016/2017 year.
I am looking for 2 
subleasers for the summer 
at Copper Beech from May 
6th-July 31st. It's a 4 person 
townhome; furnished, you'll 
have your own bathroom 
and a walk-in closet. It's 
really close to the gym and 
fairly close to the bus stop. 
The rent is $430-1-12 
(water/sewer),+ utilities but 
I'm willing to negotiate the 
price if needed. If interested, 
lease email me at 
airea@ mail.gvsu.edu.
Arrested for MIP, 
driving under the 
influence, 
possession, 
or assault? We 
represent clients in 
all areas of criminal 
defense. Contact 
attorney Matt
Berry(GVSl) ’05) at 
Tanis Schultz, PLLC 
for all of your legal 
matters.
61 6-608-71 49 
mberry@tanisschultz. 
com
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TO
PUZZLES
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